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Multiplication:  
Foundational Concept 

We often need to add the same numbers over and over again. For instance, if we made 
$9 dollars an hour and wanted to find out how much we would make in 8 hours, we 
would have to add $9 eight times—$9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9. 

Imagine that every day you had to do the same tedious task over and over again. You 
would look for a faster way to get the task done, wouldn’t you? 

Multiplication is a faster way of looking at repeated additions. Rather than looking at 
$9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 as addition, we could think of it in terms of 
taking $9 eight times. It is helpful to think of this as 8 groups of $9. 

Rather than writing $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9, we could write 8 x $9 or 8($9) or  
8  $9. These are all agreed upon shortcuts to represent 8 groups of $9, or 
$9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9. When we view repeated additions in terms of how 
many times we are adding the number (in this case, 8 times), we call it multiplication. 
Just as there have been many symbols for addition and subtraction, there have been 
many symbols for multiplication.

Ready for the amazing part of multiplication? $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9 + $9, 
or 8 x $9, consistently equals 72! Quantities combine so consistently we can memorize 
how they will multiply!

Why do quantities combine so consistently? As we 
have seen in the last few chapters, quantities operate 
consistently because Jesus upholds them consistently by 
the word of His power (Hebrews 1:3). Our very ability 
to use multiplication rests on God’s power!

To better understand this important truth, let us explore 
together the multiplication table and the properties of 
multiplication. Both of these aspects of multiplication 
help us clearly see multiplication’s reliance upon God.


